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This year saw the ACZISC enter into some new 

ventures. We were successful in being awarded 

Atlantic Ecosystem Initiative funding from Envi-

ronment and Climate Change Canada on a new 

project focussed on facilitating the deposition of 

species occurrence data into the Ocean Biogeo-

graphic Information System (OBIS). Working 

with partners at Cape Breton University, the At-

lantic Reference Centre at the Huntsman Marine 

Science Centre, the Nova Scotia Museum of 

Natural History and the Southern Gulf of St. 

Lawrence Coalition on Sustainability identified 

relevant data sets and moved several data sets 

through to the OBIS Canada Information Toolkit 

(IPT) available for harvesting by OBIS. In con-

junction with this work, a new tool was devel-

oped that made all the public data sets stored in 

the IPT available as OGC compatible web map-

ping services and provided access to the full 

metadata record by dynamically creating a 

COINAtlantic GeoContent Generator record. 

Another new initiative was the change in format 

for meetings with the objective of attracting a 

more diverse audience. The September 2015 

meeting was the first meeting of this type and it 

focussed on aquaculture and included the par-

ticipation of government, industry and university 

perspectives on the topic. 

Finally the transition from the ACZISC brand to 

the COINAtlantic brand has been approved by 

both the ACZISC membership and the Board of 

the ACZISC Association subject to a transition 

plan that would be approved at an Association 

AGM or special meeting. One of the main objec-

tives of this venture is to attract wider participa-

tion from the Integrated Coastal and Ocean 

Management (ICOM) Community of Practice by 

reducing the intimidation factor of being called a 

‘steering committee’ that implies exclusivity and 

using a moniker that was somewhat more un-

derstandable while maintaining the dual objec-

tives of encouraging the adoption of ICOM and 

the sharing of data and information to support it. 

Financially, the year ended more or less as pre-

dicted although the continued move away from 

dues based funding to contract and project 

based funding continues to be a challenge to 

maintain the core products of newsletter, web-

site, and workshops. 

Finally, this message would be incomplete if I 

didn’t recognize the efforts of the other members 

of the Secretariat, Alexi and Jennifer, and our 

wonderful summer student Jessie Jawanda. In 

addition the AEI project could not have accom-

plished its objectives so successfully without the 

commitment of Mary Kennedy and Jeff McKen-

na. Andrew Sherin, Director. 
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Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3 

VISION 

MISSION 

Encouraging action on the 

implementation of Inte-

grated Coastal and Ocean 

Management (ICOM) as a 

tool to realize environmen-

tal, economic and social 

sustainability.  

 Delivery of products 

that meet the needs 

of ACZISC members 

and the wider ICOM 

community of prac-

tice (CoP) and ad-

vance the fuller reali-

zation of ICOM.  

 Collaborate with oth-

er parts of the ICOM 

CoP to increase 

awareness in others 

outside of the ICOM 

CoP of the im-

portance of ICOM to 

environmental, eco-

nomic and social 

sustainability.  

Collaborative sharing of 

data and information be-

tween members and with 

the wider ICOM CoP on 

the ICOM issues of priority 

to members. 

 Reducing barriers to 

access to data and 

information.  

 Facilitating the com-

mitment and invest-

ment of data provid-

ers to inter-

organizational and 

public access to data 

and information. 

 

Encouraging the engage-

ment of organizations in 

the ACZISC that is reflec-

tive of the diversity of the 

ICOM CoP.  

 Develop more inclu-

sive and structured 

processes for deter-

mining the guest list 

of each ACZISC 

meeting.  

 Solicit ACZISC affili-

ation from groups not 

presently at the 

ACZISC table as im-

portant additions to 

the ACZISC network.  

 Encourage organiza-

tions in the ICOM 

CoP to participate in 

information sharing 

through social media 

and the newsletter.  

To achieve the sustainable use of coastal and marine resources in Atlantic Canada through integrat-

ed coastal and ocean management.  

To promote, facilitate and influence information management, policies and programs that enhance 

integrated coastal and ocean management in Atlantic Canada.  
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Accomplishments 

2015-2016 
Priority 1 

Action on Integrated Coastal and Ocean Management (ICOM) 

The Coastal Update E-newsletter 

The Coastal Update E-newsletter is prepared by 

the ACZISC Secretariat each month and distrib-

uted to over 5,500 recipients. It contains brief 

items with hyperlinks to more detailed infor-

mation related to ICOM, geomatics, and coastal 

mapping, locally, regionally, nationally and inter-

nationally. 

Selected lead articles in the newsletter during 

the year included the Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada (DFO), Maritimes Region, Regional 

Oceans Plan for the Scotian Shelf, Atlantic 

Coast and Bay of Fundy, a new International 

Open Data Charter, the Standing Senate Com-

mittee on Fisheries and Oceans reports on aq-

uaculture in Canada, the International Council 

for the Exploration of the Sea’s report Marine 

Spatial Planning Quality Management Sys-

tem, New Nova Scotia Aquaculture Regula-

tions, Ocean and Coastal Acidification off 

New England and Nova Scotia, Oceans 

Day at COP 21, Future trends in geospatial in-

formation management: the five to ten year vi-

sion, the Nova Scotia government’s Open Data 

Portal, and Engaging Communities in Off-

shore Wind: Case Studies and Lessons 

Learned from New England Islands.  
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Between 23 March 2016 and 19 April 2016, 144 responses to a survey were received from newslet-

ter recipients. Most survey respondents were from Canada (67%), the rest from the United States, 

the United Kingdom and elsewhere. More then 50% of the respondents were from Atlantic Canada. 

A third of the respondents classified themselves as government, a quarter as academic and 20 % 

non-profit. A Food and Agriculture Organization employee and a First Nations person self identified. 

The reach of the newsletter was extended by 22 % of the recipients passing all or parts of it on to 

others. As the figures below show most respondents use the newsletter for work purposes including 

scientific research, policy development, and conservation as well as general awareness. In this final 

category the newsletter acts as an effective “watching brief” on coastal and ocean management for 

practitioners and those with an interest in the subject.  

THE WEBSITE 

The ACZISC’s website  

coinatlantic.ca is an infor-

mation hub for coastal and 

ocean information. The site 

contains information on the 

ACZISC and its activities 

including links to docu-

ments , presentations, and videos from ACZISC 

meetings, workshops, and webinars, and the 

Coastal Update e-newsletter archive.  

The site is organized into themes (see figure 

above). Under each theme are a number of sub-

themes accessible through pull 

down menus and links to publica-

tions. The website content is re-

freshed regularly with an annual 

concentrated effort to develop new 

articles, review broken links, incor-

porate newsletter items into the 

theme pages and publication links. 

In 2015-2016 the process to update 
Statistics from Google Analytics from 1 April 

2015 to 31 March 2016. 
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the content management sys-

tem to Joomla 3 and initiate a 

new look and feel was started. 

This work will be completed in 

2016-2017. 

 

In 2015-2016 the COINAt-

lantic Toolset (described lat-

er in this report) were con-

solidated under a new inter-

net URL coinatlantic.tools 

All three tools, the Search 

Utility, the Geocontent Gen-

erator and the Data Acces-

sibility Self-Assessment 

Tool, their descriptions and 

tutorials can be accessed 

from this new website. A
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The location of website users by city. The size and colour of the blue 

dot represents the number of users in each city. 
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MEETINGS 
The ACZISC met twice in 2015-2016, in Monc-

ton, New Brunswick 20-21 May 2015 and in 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 16-17 September 2015. 

Meetings held in the winter had severely re-

duced attendance often due to weather, so it 

was decided to reduce the number of meetings 

to two per year, one in the fall and one in the 

spring. It is planned to augment the face to face 

meetings with additional webinars. The two 

meetings attracted 48 participants from federal 

and provincial governments, non-governmental 

groups, including university and industry. De-

tails on the presentations and the presenters 

are included in Appendix A.  

The September meeting in Halifax had a  focus 

on aquaculture with presentations by the Gov-

ernment of Nova Scotia on their new regula-

tions, a presentation by the Aquaculture Asso-

ciation of Nova Scotia, and a presentation on 

aquaculture research. This thematic approach 

was well received and will be used more fre-

quently for future meetings. The meeting on 16 

September was followed by a field trip orga-

nized the Aquaculture Association of Nova 

Scotia to AquaPrime Mussel Ranch in Ship 

Harbour, Nova Scotia.  

The Moncton meeting had a remote presenta-

tion on the Federal Geospatial Platform which 

will become the online platform for federal geo-

spatial data. The ACZISC has been following 

the development of the FGP since an initial 

presentation on FGP at the ACZISC on 27 Jan-

uary 2013. FGP had not been released to the 

public by the end 2015-2016. 

A key feature of both meetings was the 

Roundtable of brief reports from participants 

concerning their new projects, reports, or op-

portunities.  
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Workshops and Webinars 

Remote Sensing For Coastal Mapping 

The ACZISC Secretariat was contracted by the 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans to organize 

a workshop for provincial and federal staff on re-

mote sensing for coastal mapping. The organiz-

ing was coordinated with a subcommittee of the 

Coordinating Committee of the Regional Commit-

tee on Coastal and Ocean Management. The 

workshop was held in Amherst, Nova Scotia on 9 

November 2015 and was attended by 39 partici-

pants on site and an additional 12 participants on 

line. 

Two invited speakers came from the United 

States, Jennifer Wozencraft with the  Joint Air-

borne Lidar Bathymetry Technical Center of Ex-

pertise of the US Army Corp of Engineers and 

Jamie Carter with the National Ocean and At-

mospheric Administration, joined regional experts  

from government, universities and private indus-

try to present a review of the technologies used 

for coastal mapping, technology integration, 

product development for managers, and opportu-

nities for cooperation. 

The session was documented on the website 

with copies of the presentations and video re-

cordings. 

Credit: Wozencraft 

Credit: Carter 

Credit: Webster 

Credit: Starkes 

Credit: Fenech 
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Canada’s Marine Coasts  

in a Changing Climate 

The ACZISC Secretariat continued to par-

ticipate in the advisory committee for 

“Canada’s Marine Coasts in a Changing 

Climate”, a Government of Canada report 

that discusses current and future risks and 

opportunities that climate change presents 

to coastal regions of Canada. The report 

was released officially in early April 2016 

at the Adaptation Canada Conference in 

Ottawa.  

Nova Scotia Tidal Energy Mapping Tool 

The ACZISC Secretariat continued to pro-

vide advice to the Acadia Tidal Energy In-

stitute on the development of their Tidal 

Energy Atlas. The Atlas was released to 

the public in April 2016. 

International Ocean Institute 

The ACZISC Secretariat presented a lec-

ture on data sharing for the 35
th
 anniver-

sary training programme on Ocean Gov-

ernance: Policy, Law and Management at 

Dalhousie University. 

COLLABORATION 

Eel Grass Monitoring 

The ACZISC is a partner in the Southern Gulf of St. 

Lawrence Coalition for Sustainability's project 

“Atlantic Eelgrass Monitoring Consortium”. We partic-

ipated in eel grass monitoring training, assisted in 

establishing the site at Port Mouton, Nova Scotia and 

were part of the team collecting information and sam-

ples on two visits.  

Transport Canada’s Regional Advisory Council 

The ACZISC was invited to make a presentation to 

the Atlantic Region Advisory Council and participated 

in subsequent meetings. Required under the Canada 

Shipping Act, the Councils provides the parties in-

volved in and/or impacted by marine oil spills and the 

oil spill response regime to meet, identify, discuss 

and realize opportunities.  

State of the Scotian Shelf Reporting  

The ACZISC continued to host the theme papers for 

the State of the Scotian Shelf Report in collaboration 

with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Mari-

time Region. 
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International Coastal Atlas Network 

(ICAN) 

The ACZISC Secretariat participated in 

ICAN by publishing its newsletter 

(December 2015 and March 2016) and 

participating in its Steering Group. The 

Director attended the 7
th
 ICAN work-

shop in Cape Town, South Africa in 

April 2015, conducted a mini workshop 

on “Data accessibility self-assessment 

and Interacting with Users” and led dis-

cussions on communications issues. 
CoastGIS 2015 

The Director contributed to the International Science Com-

mittee of CoastGIS 2015 in Cape Town, South Africa in 

April 2015. He organized a workshop on LiDAR technology 

in collaboration with Council for Scientific and Industrial 

Research (South Africa) and the US Army Corp of Engi-

neers, presented a lecture within the symposium’s work-

shop on Marine Spatial Data Infrastructures, and presented 

two papers in the regular sessions. 

CoastGIS 2015 field trip around Table Bay, South Africa 

Atlantic Coastal 

and Estuarine Sci-

ence Society 

The ACZISC Secre-

tariat attended the 

2015 conference of 

the ACCESS held in St. Andrew’s 

New Brunswick.  

Digital Earth 

The ACZISC Secretariat attended Digital Earth and Ge-

omatics Atlantic held in Halifax in October 2015. Two 

papers were presented and a workshop was conducted 

on COINAtlantic Tools. 

Photo: From the left: Linda Pikula, NOAA 

and ICAN SG, Andrew Sherin, and Dawn 

Wright, ICAN and ESRI. 



 

 9 

Priority 2 

Atlantic Ecosystem Initiative 

Environment and Climate Change 

Canada  

COINAtlantic joined with four partner 

organizations to identify and prepare 

species occurrence data sets for up-

load to the Ocean Biogeographic In-

formation System (OBIS). The project 

Atlantic Canada’s Biological Data for 

Ecosystem Planning and Decision-

making: Opening Access and In-

creasing Reuse identified 130 pub-

lished data sets suitable for OBIS, 

and processed 30 for uploading. 

OBIS data sets for the Atlantic Refer-

ence Centre and the Nova Scotia Mu-

seum were refreshed. A report State 

of Accessibility of Marine Biological 

Data in Atlantic Canada was written. 

“Biodiversity is essential for 

the health of the planet and 

for humans ….” (Williams et 

al. 2011)  

Sharing of data and information 

Atlantic  

Reference  

Centre 

Our AEI Project Partner Agencies 

Bras d’Or Institute for  

Ecosystem  

Research 

This project was undertaken with the finan-

cial support of the Government of Canada. 

Cet projet a été réalisé avec l’appui financier 

du gouvernement du Canada. 

Gammarus oceanicus Eteone longa 

Homarus americanus 

 stage 1 larva  

Sample locations: Bottom fauna 

Saint John Harbour 
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COINAtlantic Tool Development 

Web mapping service reliability indicator 

Taking advantage of the COINAtlantic Search Utility 

(CSU) local data base, a daily process is run to in-

terrogate all the urls stored in the database. The 

process requests the boundary information from 

each resource and generates a traffic light indica-

tion. If the url responds appropriately, the process 

tags the data base entry as ‘green’. If the resource 

responds but does not provide the boundary infor-

mation, it is tagged as ‘yellow’. If the resource 

doesn’t respond, it is tagged as ‘red’. It is intended 

that this information will eventually provide reliability 

information in real time for CSU users and the data 

resource providing agencies. 

OBIS Canada web mapping services 

As part of the AEI project mentioned above, an automated process was developed that regularly 

scans the data resources held on the OBIS Canada Integrated Publishing Toolkit (IPT). For each 

resource found on the IPT a web mapping service (WMS) and a COINAtlantic Geocontent Genera-

tor (CGG) file are generated. The WMS enables any geographic information system to display the 

geographic location of all the records in that data resource. The CGG file enables the discovery of 

the service on the internet and gives access to detailed metadata stored on the IPT. 

COINAtlantic Search Utility (CSU) Customization 

As done in the past a customized version of the CSU was developed for the IPT data sets. (http://

coinatlantic.tools/csu/?mapset=acmsd2015) In addition the identity function was activated to al-

low users to interrogate each individual record displayed in the CSU. 

http://coinatlantic.tools/csu/?mapset=acmsd2015
http://coinatlantic.tools/csu/?mapset=acmsd2015
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Priority 3 

Encouraging the engagement of organizations  

From ACZISC to COINAtlantic 

Approval for the change of brand from the Atlantic Coastal Zone Information Steering Committee 

(ACZISC) to Coastal and Ocean Information Network Atlantic (COINAtlantic) has been made. One 

of the objectives of the change was to provide a more understandable and approachable identity to 

the work of the Committee / Network that would attract a wider engagement of organizations and 

individuals.   

The September 2015 meeting was fo-

cussed on aquaculture with a specific initia-

tive to involve the aquaculture industry. 

The Aquaculture Association of Nova Sco-

tia was invited to make a presentation and 

through their offices a field trip was orga-

nized to the AquaPrime Mussel Ranch Ltd. 

in Ship Harbour, Nova Scotia. 

22%

11%

20%

25%

22%
Univesity

Industry

NGO

Fed

Prov

(Left) Participants in the September 2015 workshop focused on aquaculture, from the left, Anne Castonguay, Ali-

son Harris, (both with the Aquaculture Association of Nova Scotia), and Bill Whitman, Nova Scotia Department of 

Fisheries and Aquaculture; (Right) Darlene Meade, AquaPrime Mussel Ranch demonstrates the preparation of 

mussels. 

Percentage sector participation in 2015-2016 meetings 
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Appendix A  

ACZISC Meetings 

Meeting Presentation Title Presenter 

ACZISC Meeting #75, 20-21 

May 2015, Moncton, New 

Brunswick, Canada  

The Federal Geospatial Platform 

- an Update  

Andrew Moore, Natural Re-

sources Canada  

 Gulf of St. Lawrence Integrated 

Management Plan  

Ray MacIsaac, Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans Gulf Re-

gion  

 Environmental, Monitoring in 

the Southern Gulf of St. Law-

rence  

Angela Douglas, Executive Di-

rector, Southern Gulf of St. Law-

rence Coalition on Sustainability  

 Update on New Brunswick Cli-

mate Change Adaptation Activi-

ties  

Robert Capozi, Department of 

Environment and Local, Govern-

ment, Government of New 

Brunswick  

ACZISC Meeting #76, 16-17 

September 2015, Halifax, Nova 

Aquaculture in Nova Scotia  Dr. Vicki Savoie-Swan, Nova 

Scotia Department of Fisheries 

 Aquaculture Association of Nova Anne Castonguay, Aquaculture 

 The Importance of Spatial Per-

spective in Aquaculture Man-

Dr. Jon Grant, Dalhousie Univer-

sity  

 Nova Scotia Tidal Energy Map-

ping Tool  

Meghan Swanburg, Acadia  Tid-

al Energy Institute  

 The Atlantic Facilities and Re-

search Equipment Database  

Patty King, Science Atlantic  



 

 2 

Andrew (Andy) Sherin 

Director 

Dalhousie University 

6414 Coburg Road, PO Box 15000 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4R2 

Tel: 902 494 6184 

Fax: 902 494 1334 

a.sherin@dal.ca 

Jennifer Barr 

Finance Officer 

Dalhousie University 

6414 Coburg Road, PO Box 15000 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4R2 

Tel: 902 494 1980 

Fax: 902 494 1334 

jennifer.barr@dal.ca 

Alexi Baccardax Westcott 

Project Officer 

Dalhousie University 

6414 Coburg Road, PO Box 15000 

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4R2 

Tel: 902 494 7162 

Fax: 902 494 1334 

aczisc@dal.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B Membership 

ACZISC Secretariat 

ACZISC Association Board of Directors 2015-2016 
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